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graphed: 'To be told, after more than five weeks' total inaction of the army,
and during which ... we have sent to the army every fresh horse we possibly
could, amounting in the whole to 7918? that the cavalry horses were too much
fatigued to move, presents a very cheerless^ almost hopeless prospect for the
future/

The autumn weather was perfect for marching an army. McClellan
telegraphed Lincoln asking whether he should march on the enemy at once
or 'wait the reception of new horses*. General in Chief Halleck now replied:
'The President does not expect impossibilities, but he is very anxious that all
this good weather should not be wasted in inactivity.' McClellan came back
with a long letter asking instructions as to many details, getting a reply that
'the Government has entrusted you with defeating and driving back the rebel
army on your front1. He could use Ms own discretion as to details. And as
McClellan had mentioned in his long letter that perhaps Bragg was marching
his Confederate army from Tennessee eastward, General Halleck ended his
telegram: *You are within twenty miles of Lee9 while Bragg is distant about
four hundred miles/

McClellan now slowly moved his army across the Potomac and put it
about where Pope's army had lain before Second Bull Run. It was Novem-
ber. Lincoln told one of his secretaries that he had a test by which he would
make a final judgment of McClellan. If that commander should permit Lee
to cross the Blue Ridge and place himself between Richmond and the Army
of the Potomac, Lincoln would remove McClellan from command. Now
when Lee's army reached Culpeper Court House the test of McClellan was
over. Lincoln prepared a removal order.

Two men travelled in a driving snowstorm near midnight of November
yth to find the tent of General McClellan near Rectortown. They stepped in
and shook off the snow from their big overcoats. One of the men was
Adjutant General C. P. Buckingham of the War Department. The other
was Major-General Ambrose Everett Bum-side. Buckingham handed
McClellan a message relieving him of command of the Army of the Potomac-
and ordering him to turn it over to Bumside.
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SON to Richmond once more!9 cried Harper* s Weekly at the endt of Novem-
ber of *62, The Army of the Potomac under Bumside would not go into
winter quarters. It would fight, was the general prediction.